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Water: A Human Right? Homecoming Event, Friday, October 16, 4:00-6:00 p.m.

Faciliators: Cecilia A Ranger, SNJM, PhD; Sheila O’Connell-Roussell, DMin; Carol Anne Higgins, SNJM, MA, MDiv (cand.); Laura Howard, MDiv (cand.)
Introduction:  David Dickson, Vice President for Development and University Advancement (5 minutes)
Let Us Gather with Song: River of Glory (Dr. Sheila, Carol Anne, Laura, Crystal (5 minutes)

Cecilia, with welcome and introduction. Scripture Reflections and Practices from Ancient Times: Rev. 21:6, And he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty, I will give from the fountain of the water of life without payment.”


Reflection. Water scarcity was a harsh reality in the life of ancient Palestine. Rain and dew were the main sources of water. West of the Jordan streams usually dried up outside the rainy season. Access to fresh water was essential to both human and animal life. Migrating groups had to purchase water (Deut. 2:28). Water was sold on the streets of ancient Jerusalem (Is. 55:1). A cup of water offered to a guest or stranger was an expected sign of hospitality (Job 22:7; Mt. 10:42). Living water was flowing water obtained from a well or spring or stream. In biblical imagery, water is life and salvation. According to ancient Mesopotamian thought, water was the primary cosmic element from which all life merged. God is the fountain of living waters for Israel (Jer. 2:13). (4 minutes)

Calls from Leaders Around the World: “Water is  a Human right and Public Good”

Reader 1. Jerry Bryan, Alum. The Earth Charter, “We stand at a critical moment in Earth’s history, a time when humanity must choose its future. As the world becomes increasingly interdependent and fragile, the future at once holds great peril and great promise. To move forward we must recognize that in the midst of a magnificent diversity of cultures and life forms we are one human family and one Earth community with a common destiny. We must join together to bring forth a sustainable global society founded on respect for nature, universal human rights, economic justice and a culture of peace. Toward this end, it is imperative that we, the peoples of Earth, declare our responsibility to one another, to the greater community of life and to future generations.” (3 minutes)

Reader 2. Rev. Marcie McDonald, Alum. The Christian Ecological Imperative, Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops 2003, “Water is the source of all life, and primary symbol in religious traditions…Without water everything dies…[and yet] today, water is threatened almost everywhere on earth…The world’s fresh water resources are finite, and are now becoming market commodities, no longer public goods. Currently inadequate access to safe drinking water affects the well being of over one billion people, and 2.4 billion persons lack access to adequate sanitation…No wonder that for persons living in poverty, water has become, in the broad sense of that concept, a right to life issue…Such a basic human right as access to water cannot be left to the shims of market forces to deliver.” (3 minutes)

Cecilia, Introduction to film, and showing section of Flow. (30 minutes)

Cecilia, Short Lecture on contributions of engineers, common folks from around the world, and People of Faith to “Water as a Human Right and Common Good. (15 minutes)

Group sharing: ( 20 minutes) Choose one or more.
· Share a water-related memory or experience that has helped you to understand how essential water is to life.

· What are some of the ways that you believe we can turn around the worldwide movement to privatize water and treat water as a commodity that makes money for corporations—rather than a public good?          

· What is one way that we can view the world as an interdependent web of life, sharing access to water in our world, instead of fighting over it for our own interests?

· What actions are you motivated to take toward protecting  “water as a human right and a common good”? 

Litany of Responses by Contemporaries:  (10 minutes; 15-30 seconds each; locations, around room)
Reader 3. Isaiah 41:17-18. Sandy Pittinger. When the poor and the needy seek water, I will open rivers on the bare heights, and fountains in the midst of valleys; I will make the wilderness a pool of water, and the dry land springs of water.

Reader 4. Buddhist Pali Canon 500 BCE. Edward de Arroyo, MDiv student.  May the wise person live in her village like the bee collects the nectar, without destroying the flower in its color and perfume.

Reader 5. Surat al-Waqui’a 31. One of the natural beauties most mentioned by Allah in the Qur’an is that of “outpouring water.”

Reader 6. Julian of Norwich. Toni Schimming. Be a gardener: dig a ditch, toil and sweat, and turn the earth upside-down. Take this food and drink and carry it to God as your true worship.

Reader 7. Sikh Hymn to Water. Roseline Dunn, former student. In the garden of the soul, plant the seed of the Word, and water the soil with love and humility and reap the fruits of divinity.

Reader 8. Chief Seattle. The Earth does not belong to us; we belong to the Earth.

Reader 9. Muhammad bin Abdulaziz. Among Arab Muslims, the best you can wish for someone is, “God give you water.”

Reader 10. “Living Waters,” United Church of Canada. When rivers are sick, so are we. When they are being healed so are we.

Reader 11. Pope Benedict XVI. Water is a fundamental gift of creation, a right for all of life.

Reader 12. Organization: Women and Society. Water is a fine resource…Hence, many wars are predicted before it becomes scarce.

Reader 13. Wangari Maathal, African environmentalist and Nobel Peace Prize winner 2005. Rev. Linda Ross Swanson SNJMA, Alum. We are called to assist the earth to heal her wounds and in the process heal our own.

Reader 14. Sisters of the Holy Names. Carol Anne Higgins, SNJM, MA, MDiv (Cand.) Earth, our home, needs us to ensure its survival. Women of the earth we participate in renewing the earth by recognizing our inter-dependence with all creation.

Reader 15. Ivone Gebara, SND, Brazilian theologian. Mary Ann Shaw.  Ecofeminist theology is an effort to recover values, experiences and commitments in an understanding of the way human beings are connected to the ecosystems.

Reader 16. Heather Eaton, Canadian theologian. Cheryl Scarcelli. Wonder and awe lead to reverence and reverence leads to responsibility. Reverence for and responsibility to the natural world are intimately connected to each other and to authentic religious experience.

Reader 17. Margaret Wheatley, Leadership visionary. Mary Erickson, MAAT,  Alum. No problem can be solved from the same consciousness that created it. We must learn to see the world anew.

Reader 18. Elizabeth Johnson, CSJ, American theologian. Sheila O’Connell-Roussell, D.Min., University Ministry. Woven into our lives if the very fire from the stars and the genes from the sea creatures, and everyone, utterly everyone, is kin in the radiant tapestry of being.

Reader 19. Queen Noor of Jordan. Water has been a source over so many years of erosion of confidence, of tension, of human rights abuses…That must stop if we’re going to be able to develop a climate of peace.

Reader 20. Teilhard de Chardin SJ. The future belongs to those who give to the youth reasons for hope.

Reader 21. United Nations. Of every hundred liters of water, less than half a teaspoon is fresh water available for human use.

Community Reflections on the Significance of Water for Life: (20 Minutes, if time ?)
Daniel Ullmann, M.D., Water and Animal-borne Diseases (5 minutes)

Joan Maiers, SNJM, Hydro’s Adventure Through the Water Cycle (3-5 minutes)
Other?
Send Each Other Forth in Song: River of Glory (Dr. Sheila, Sr. Carol Anne, Laura, Crystal)
Distribution of Gift  Quote by Readers  to Guests (printed quote from above)
Please look at:
1. Watch the film Flow in its entirety. Show it to your family, the friends, your church, your place of work.

2. Read about the issue of water as a human right and a public good. Look at what has happened to Michigan and other places where corporations bottled the local water supply.

· Read the Northwest Bishops’ Letter (bishops of U.S. and Canada) on the Columbia River and Its Watersheds.

· Read the website of the Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary, entitled “Water is a Human Right and Public Good.”
· Read IPJC’s (ipjc@ipjc.org) A Matter of Spirit, no. 82, Spring 2009, dedicated to the issue of Water.
3. Go to meetings held by the Sierra Club and other groups, locally, nationally, and internationally that are working so hard to make certain that all human beings have safe water for drinking and basic sanitation.

4. Write to our local, state, and national leaders, urging them to attend to the issue of safe water for all human beings, and all of creation.

