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Water: A Human Right? (95 min), Homecoming Event, Fri, Oct16, 4:00-6:00 p.m.

Facilitators: Cecilia A Ranger, SNJM, PhD; Sheila O’Connell-Roussell, DMin; Carol Higgins, SNJM, MA, MDiv (cand.); Laura Howard, MDiv (cand.)
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What Engineers, Common Folks from around the World, and People of Faith

are Contributing to the Conversation about Water
 as a Human Right and a Common Good

Authors Maude Barlow and Ted Clarke tell us that the “water industry,” the privatization of  water has now become the “blue gold” of the 21st century. Our history has revealed that human beings fought about GOLD, then OIL, and now and in the future WATER. Some studies tell us that by 2025 2/3 of the world’s population will be living in conditions of serious water shortage. According to the World Bank water sales are a potential trillion-dollar industry. 
Close to home Nestle is seeking to bottle water at Cascade Locks, promising jobs to a community suffering from high unemployment. But, will it be Nestle’s truck drivers and engineers who take the jobs? That is why the Sierra Club and other groups are meeting to pose alternative to bottling the water, ways for the local citizens to make money on the natural and other resources that are there.

Here are some facts about the human and common good of humanity:

· Water is a sacred gift of the Creator: it provides life for the earth, all species, and inhabitants.

· Access to clean water is essential for human life and health.

· Fresh clean water is a limited natural resources: about 2.5 percent of the earth’s total water supply is clean enough for human beings to drink, and less than 1 percent can be renewed to re-use, according to a United Nations report.
· Privatization of water and marketing it for profit make it unaffordable to impoverished persons.

· Some child dies every 8 seconds from a water-born disease. (United Nations)

· Church leaders have taken a pastoral stand to protect the rights of their people:

· John Paul II and the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace held that access to safe water is an inalienable human right, and

· Benedict XVI and the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace repeated the same stand in 2006.

· An, in general, Catholic Christian social teaching calls all human beings to take personal and collective responsibility for protecting the earth’s fresh water and for distributing it equitably.

· The UN proclaimed 2005-2015 as International Decade for Action: Water for Life, with a goal of making safe water available for drinking and basic sanitation.
Some of the scientific facts:

· Bottled water costs 900 times the amount of tap water, on average.

· Americans spend as much as $40 billion (that’s a “b”) on bottled water.

· About 25% of all bottled water is re-packaaged tap water.

· Tap water regulation has more stringent governmental standards than that of bottled water regulation.

· The amount of oil required to put one bottle of water in your hand would fill ¼ of that same bottle.

· About 90% of used water bottles are not recycled.

· It is estimated that millions of pounds of trash are floating in the Pacific Ocean to form an “island at least twice the size of Texas”—90% of that trash is discarded plastic.
This is such a big issue: What can I do to stop the momentum? Where can I start?

1. Watch the film Flow in its entirety. Show it to your family, friends, your church, your place of work.

2. Read about the issue of water as a human right and a public good. Look online at what has happened to Michigan and other places where corporations bottled the local water supply.

· Read the Northwest Bishops’ Letter (bishops of U.S. and Canada) on the Columbia River and Its Watersheds.

· Read the website of the Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary, entitled “Water is a Human Right and Public Good.”
· Read the Intercommunity Peace & Justice Website on water: ipjc@ipjc.org 
3. Go to meetings held by the Sierra Club and other groups, locally, nationally, and internationally that are working so hard to make certain that all human beings have safe water for drinking and basic sanitation.

4. Write to our local, state, and national leaders, urging them to attend to the issue of safe water for all human beings, and all of creation.

