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Anti-trafficking Activities of the SNJM Congregation

Spring 2009

Creative Ways that SNJMs continue to work 

against Human Trafficking - Human Slavery 
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 The Sao Paulo section of the anti-trafficking group, Rede: Um Grito Pela Vida (A Cry for Life Network), of which SNJMs are active members, has produced a booklet with 8 biblical reflections on human trafficking. We were privileged to have the help of a well-known Brazilian biblist, Carlos Mesters, who is known for his work in developing biblical reflections with base communities. The booklet was officially launched on March 6th and will be distributed nationally for use in religious communities, parishes and base communities. 


Sisters and associates launched the Stop the Demand Campaign with a creative workshop. Besides reviewing the Stop the Demand materials, they also used two original songs from the Manitoba Anti-trafficking Music Project. It is hoped that these will be posted on the Internet by the summer. A young woman from Afghanistan did interpretive movement and a group of Eritrean singers and drummers closed the commitment prayer with a moving composition. Participants left the workshop energized and eager to become more involved.

At CATHII (Coalition Against Trafficking in Humans Internally & Internationally) the research committee on the clients of prostitution in Montreal is preparing to launch its report on June 13. This will be done in the presence of the religious congregations who helped to finance this project. The group has also sent a letter of support to Joy Smith, Member of Parliament, for her proposal of bill C-268 which has had its first reading. This Bill contains an amendment to the Criminal Code that would include a minimum sentence of five years of imprisonment for infractions connected with the trafficking of minors. This Bill has now been passed.

CLES
(Concerted Efforts against Sexual Exploitation) 

On February 24, CLES launched its new website: www.lacles.org and presented two new books in French about Human Slavery.  One, consisting of  two volumes, is written by Richard Poulin and Mélanie Claude, « Pornographie et hyper sexualisation, Enfances dévastées », and another by Mélanie Claude, Nicole Laviolette and Richard Poulin, « Prostitution et traite des êtres humains, enjeux nationaux et internationaux ». 
An anti-trafficking movement has begun to sprout in Seattle from seeds       planted last fall at three regional anti-trafficking workshops organized by IPJC, the Intercommunity Peace and Justice Center.

· In March, IPJC and Catholic Women Religious launched an advertisement campaign on 180 Seattle metro area buses to raise awareness about the reality of human trafficking. 

· They have also organized a silent prayer vigil from 1:30 pm to 2:00pm on the first Sunday    of each month in a downtown park.  


Both the bus ads and first Sunday vigils are pilot projects that they hope will be replicated in other areas.  Visit the campaign website  www.stopthedemand.org  for more information.


A collaborative project with Lesotho …

Pat Iwata, Associate and Anna Keim, SNJM, produced a short, 13 minute DVD on human trafficking with a dual purpose, sharing information about trafficking and raising money for an anti-trafficking project sponsored by our sisters in Lesotho. The donations received from this informative DVD will help purchase new media equipment that will be used to educate women in rural Lesotho about the dangers of trafficking before the World Cup Soccer Tournament takes place in South Africa in 2010.


In March, a group of nine women from Thailand and Mexico were
rescued from a fish factory on the shores of Lake Erie and identified by Immigration as “trafficked persons”. An unexpected network partner, 
the Crown’s Office, reached out to our County Coalition alerting us from the start
and enabling service providers to assist with delivery of services and basic needs. Religious communities, local Social Justice Committees and parishes responded to urgent requests for funds. As a Coalition we are experiencing a huge learning curve in our development of “Best Practices Protocol for Services to Trafficked Persons.”
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