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Anti-trafficking Activities of the SNJM Congregation

Fall 2009

LESOTHO prepares for the World Cup of Soccer
· Through the financial support of the California East Bay Justice Group, the LE Justice Committee has made over 260 promotional bags with the title Score the goal, Stop human trafficking. The bags display a brief awareness message for the world cup with a pink soccer ball, This message is in English on one side, in Sesotho on the other. The bags will be given to girls in the high schools, particularly those in remote areas who are most vulnerable since they hardly get information about this issue. Because of high printing expenses, the total number of bags is insufficient for all students. So girls from each school will be asked to enter a writing competition – to create a poem, a song or a composition about human trafficking and violence against women and girls. Then the best ten from each school will get a bag. This way, 25 high schools will be reached.

· Another successful project was to produce a 47-second Public Announcement in regard to the 2010 Soccer Cup. It is running on two radio stations, a youth station called People’s choice FM and a Christian-based station called Harvest FM. A board member of MISA-Media Institute of Southern Africa approved the ad, saying it is good and informative.  The committee’s intention is to have this ad aired on all nine stations in Lesotho, including a national radio station.  

MANITOBA proceeds with awareness building

· The Music project was initiated a couple of years ago by Joy Beauchamp, SNJMA. It was an effort to be sensitive in reaching out to men in the “Stop the Demand” campaign. Needing to bring men “on-board” in this issue is crucial, but difficult since they are seen as the “guilty ones”. Being quite art-conscious, Joy appealed to some musically inclined men to gather and think of producing a song that addresses the issue of trafficking. After months of sharing, creating, and rehearsing, several songs have been produced. Those who have heard them would respond … “simply beautiful”, “quite captivating”! At first, the idea was to make a CD, but later the group opted to upload them to the Web and possibly launch a challenge of some kind to engage interaction. Three songs are ready to go, two others almost. The group is waiting for copyright protocols to be worked through to safeguard the artists. You will be advised when they are available.

· The Youth Justice Project was dreamed and pulled together by the SNJM Justice & Peace Network. Since two SNJM associates, both on staff at SMA in Winnipeg, offered to lead the session, it was hosted in Manitoba and brought together girls from Holy Names high schools and a few others. A short PowerPoint giving you a bird’s eye view of what the five-day session consisted of was sent not so long ago. 
Here it is again (http://www.snjm.org/CommonItems08/GenesisInTheBeginning.swf ) The presentation on anti-trafficking given by members of the Manitoba Justice Committee was most powerful. It was highlighted in several evaluations as being revealing and compelling to engage in action.

· SNJMs try as much as possible to work with local groups, like the Manitoba anti-Trafficking Team and Beyond Borders, to get the Natasha’s Home project to move forward. A second dinner to educate and raise funds will take place in April. Beyond Borders, the Canadian affiliate of ECPAT to combat child trafficking, has offices in Winnipeg. It is hosting media awards November 20th and featuring Victor Malarek as guest speaker. You may also take note that he has joined with 5 other men of some “notoriety” (an actor, an actor/director, an NFL player, and a professional race car driver) to launch the Man-to-Man campaign based on the premise that men need to get involved in the issue and hoping they can act as mentors. Visit … www.beyondborders.org/wp/  

MISSION SECTOR


BRAZIL -- though work on trafficking is slow, SNJMs are helping to make inroads

· The anti-trafficking network Rede um Grito pela Vida ( A Cry for Life), an initiative of the women religious of Brazil, organized a seminar for participating congregations in São Paulo from October 14-17. The group was privileged to have a full day workshop on how to form and strengthen networks, given by 2 people from Rio de Janeiro. As well, a full day was spent on planning actions until our next meeting in October 2011. The work against trafficking is developing slowly but steadily. There are now new members from regions of the country that were not yet represented. A new coordination group was chosen; Joanne Pundyk, SNJM, is one of the four members.

· The Thallita Project, an initiative of the religious in Maceio, has been in existence since 1994, but it had been without a coordinator for over a year. Joanne started as coordinator on August 10th. She likes her job, daunting as it is, and the young girls who have taken a liking to her call her “auntie”. Just recently two twelve year olds from the home ran away and were involved in prostitution on the beach. Though brought back, they have gone missing again and are likely “on the beaches”. “It is very difficult to deal with”, says Joanne.

QUEBEC   collaborates with local coalitions

· On September 27, a march to develop awareness on the trafficking of children and to develop funds to combat against it was held in 40 cities throughout Canada and the United States. The coalition Stop Child Trafficking Now hosted this event in Montreal. Members of the Quebec SNJM Justice Solidarity Group, of CATHII, and of the Temple Committee Against Human Trafficking all participated.

· The organization CLES (Concerted efforts against sexual exploitation) is working diligently to counter the problem of prostitution …

· On October 11th, during Quebec’s Social Forum, young members of CLES, as well as one member of CATHII, organized a workshop on the clients of prostitution. There was quite an energizing conversation among the 70 persons who participated. 
· CLES will offer this fall six training sessions aiming at improving intervention and feminist practices concerning the problem of prostitution.
· CLES will launch on December 7th a documentary video, both in English and in French, designed for youth between 14 and 19 years of age. This video attempts to dispel the myths around prostitution. The video will come with a leader’s guide and should be useful in high schools or youth centers.

US- ONTARIO

Creative Projects :
· Reverse Trick or Treating at Halloween: 

The children and teens of St. Anne Parish in Byron, CA educated their families and parishioners about forced child labor happening in some cocoa farms that provide chocolate for our candy. "Reverse trick or treating" was the venue. Each person received a 5X7 information card with a small piece of FAIR TRADE CHOCOLATE attached to the card. Families were encouraged to give this card/candy out for Halloween. The card asked each recipient to share the information learned with five other people. Pre-K through high school teens participated in this project. (Reported by Barbara Nixon, SNJM who ministers in this parish)

· Technology and Communication:
      At the recent meeting of the California Justice and Peace Groups, Pat Iwata, associate, reported on the East Bay Justice Group's Anti-trafficking DVD and fund-raising efforts for the Lesotho anti-trafficking activities.  Then the Justice and Peace Group experienced an interactive SKYPE visual phone meeting with Katleho Khang and Miriam Botsane about the anti-trafficking activities in Lesotho. This conversation was a "highlight" of the meeting and shows how inter-connected our world can be.  It also gave the CA Justice groups new ideas for communication and working together with others for actions for justice.

Prayer and Vigils :
· On the first Sunday of each month, the Intercommunity Peace and Justice Center (IPJC) holds 1/2 hour silent vigils against Human Trafficking in downtown Seattle.  The sisters in the Los Gatos, CA Community hold a similar silent vigil in chapel in union with the Seattle Group.  We invite other communities to join in these vigils.  Contact www.ipjc.org for more information.
Coalition Work :

· SNJM Sabbath Space is hosting planning sessions for the Inland Northwest Anti-Trafficking Taskforce (Spokane, WA) to raise awareness on human trafficking issues for National Human Trafficking Awareness Day on January 11, 2010.  The taskforce will ask the Spokane Mayor to read a proclamation against trafficking activities at a City Council meeting that day, followed by a candle-light vigil in front of an SNJM-founded homeless women's drop-in center in downtown Spokane. (Reported by Sally Duffy, SNJMA).
· The Windsor/Essex County Human Trafficking Coalition is preparing a National Forum to be held in Windsor, ON on Dec. 2-3 to establish 'best practices'.  NGO advocates across Canada will meet with police as well as immigration and government officials to create strategies to overcome the barriers to addressing Human Trafficking in Canada and to provide services to trafficked persons.  Since last January, the Windsor Coalition has been addressing the needs of 20 trafficked persons-- the majority of whom were trafficked into the fish factory industry on the shores of Lake Erie and the farming industry. The trafficked persons are from Thailand, Mexico and Romania. -- They are participating in the national campaign to have « trafficked persons status »  written into Canadian law  as Protected Person Status, to ensure their rights.  www.ccrweb.ca (Reported by Helen Petrimoulx, SNJM)
· The New York Coalition of Religious Congregations -- Stop Trafficking of Persons (NY-CRC-STOP) is working on opening a safe house for trafficked persons. (Reported by Barbara Pavlic, SNJM).

· The Florida Coalition Against Human Trafficking is working with six dioceses in Florida and has set up diocesan groups to study trafficking-- particularly domestic trafficking of children. SNJMs are represented on the Diocesan Committee in St. Petersburg.  (Reported by Ann Regan, SNJM)
· The Northern CA Coalition of Religious Congregations is also working on housing and preparing materials for dioceses, parishes and religious communities for January 11, 2009.  (Reported by Mary Ondreyco, SNJM)
· The Southern CA Coalition (Partners for Global Justice) is sponsoring a day on Human Trafficking on Feb. 27th. Click to see the flyer. 

· The Mid-Atlantic Coalition of Religious Congregations hosted Maura Lynch, speaker from the State Attorney’s Office of Maryland. Her focus was the prosecution of members of prostitution/pornography rings in the neighborhoods, i.e. Silver Spring, Wheaton and Kensington where many of SNJMs live. (Reported by Carroll Ann Kemp, SNJM)
Youth and Young Adult Activities :
· Plans between Gonzaga high school in Wash, DC and St. Ignatius High School in San Francisco : students of both schools are planning to lobby  members of the U.S. Congress  in February, 2010 about Human Trafficking.  Gonzaga students will provide hospitality for the students from San Francisco. (Reported by Carroll Ann Kemp, SNJM)
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