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AGAINST HUMAN TRAFFICKING
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ORDER of SUMMARIES from PROVINCES/SECTOR:

A. LESOTHO








pg 2

B. MANITOBA
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C. MISSION SECTOR  -- SOUTHERN REGION
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D. MISSION SECTOR– NORTHERN REGION AND QUEBEC  (FRANCOPHONE)
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E. QUEBEC (English-speaking)
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F. UNITED STATES – ONTARIO
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A.
Lesotho
1. Education
a. St. Martin Youth Club

b. Youth Leaders at ST. Luke Salesian Mission

2. Legislation

a. No national law against trafficking

b. Some indirect laws that could hold perpetrators liable, provide some protection for victims

3. Services for Trafficked Survivors …

4. Coalition Building
a. Sekwele Social Reflection in Bethlehem Diocese

b. Federation of Female Lawyers

c. Federation of Dominicans
d. Child and Gender Protection Unit (Police)
5. Key Learnings …

6. Resources

a. Posters, DVDs 

b. VENO movie (Nigerian Production)

7. Work on Root Causes …
8. Provincial Leadership

Sponsors Anti-Trafficking workshops for men and women religious

9. Areas for More Work

a. Hold awareness campaigns at border towns

b. More coordination with Religious Communities

c. Establish coordination with communities in South Africa
B.
MANITOBA 

1. Education

a. Sessions with CWLs (Catholic Women’s Leagues), parishes, associates

b. Schools: Writing of play, performances within the school, to other schools and the public, incorporated into SMA Religion curriculum.

2. Legislation

a. Letters to MPs (Members of Parliament) and MLAs (Members of Legislative Assemblies)
b. Networked with Human Rights Commission and LEAF (Legal Education and Action Foundation)

3. Services for Trafficked Survivors
Dialogue has begun in this area, within Holy Names Congregation and Inter-Community.
4. Coalition Building
LEAF, Human Rights Commission, Stop Trafficking Coalition, CWLs, other religious congregations and Manitoba Provincial Women’s Council
5. Key Learnings

a. Need to involve experiential women at all levels

b. Need to involve men, especially Priests and Religious

6. Resources

a. “The Oldest Oppression” –play

b. workshop, DVD on above-named play

7. Work on Root Causes
Work on Women’s Empowerment and Self Esteem

8. Provincial Leadership
Serves on the Justice Committee
9. Areas for More Work
Home for Survivors

C.

MISSION SECTOR -- Brazil and Peru
1. Education…Participated in:


a. Brazil: 
· seminars on Combating Trafficking sponsored by Minister of Justice
· workshops sponsored by The Conference of Religious in Brazil
· work to educate hotel staff, taxi and truck drivers
· campaigns at major airports to warn about trafficking –posters and pamphlets

b. Peru: ongoing work with Violence Prevention in parishes

2. Legislation

a. Brazil:  has a federal office for combating trafficking, minister of tourism is a strong advocate for women’s issues.  The government also offers internet sites to educate against trafficking.

b. Peru: has embraced the UN (United Nations) Declaration on Human Rights, Beijing Platform and Discrimination Against Women

3. Services for Trafficked Survivors

Brazil: Congregation for religious, working to create “safe places” and support services for those trafficked.
4. Coalition Building

Brazil:  working with SMM (Serviço à Mulher Marginalizada) Service to Marginalized Women, also working with Ministry of Justice and Ministry of Tourism, and with CRB (Conference for Religious)
5. Key Learnings

a. Brazil:  Prevention and Communication-importance of creating networks with other congregations and groups, also the need to educate ourselves and others with study and research to combat trafficking and change legislation.

b. Peru: Education is the way to prevention.

6. Resources

Brazil:

· In Bahia therapists and nurses provide education

· Airport pamphlets and posters

· Film: “Trafficking of Human Beings” translated into Portuguese

7. Work on Root Causes
Brazil:

· CHAME (Centro Humanitário de Apoio à Mulher)
8. Provincial Leadership

Brazil: Participation in Religious Conferences

9. Areas for More Work

Brazil: 

· Prevention Education, assistance to the victims

· Coordination of activities, contacts and networks

D.
MISSION SECTOR – NORTHERN REGION AND QUEBEC 

1. Education

a. Awareness meetings, with Coalition of Battles Against Sexual Exploitation ,  work with CATHII (Committee of Action against Human Trafficking Internally and Internationally)

b. Education folder for base communities

c. Presentation of play “The Serpent Prince” and “Lost in Trafficking” in schools

d. Demonstrating against the “Grand Prix”

e. Victor Malarek addressed High School Students
2. Legislation

a. Ratified the Protocol of Palermo, lobbying to change law so victims are not obligated to testify

b. Work to prosecute solicitors of prostitutes

3. Services for Trafficked Survivors

CATHII-housing sub committee, Temple Emanu-el-Beth Sholom to establish a house

4. Coalition Building
a. CATHII

b. CLES (Coalition of Battles against Sexual Exploitation)

c. St. Monica’s Parish Faith and Justice Group

d. The Quebec Province Justice Group

5. Key Learnings

a. Big sport events – abuse of women

b. Sweden as a model for learning 

c. Need to work with Stella and other groups, most women do not have a choice (95%) 

d. Prostitution is violence against women

6. Resources

a. Various resource people -names available if required

b. Lost in Trafficking-play
7. Work on Root Causes
a. Poverty, lack of housing

b. Anti-demand campaign

c. Picketing at Grand Prix

8. Provincial Leadership

a. ​CRC (Canadian Religious Conference) joined CATHII

b. Major Superiors have refocused the priority on working against trafficking

9. Areas for More Work

a. Housing

b. Lobbying

c. International Agreements-connected with the “clients”

d. Anti-demand Campaign

e. Picketing at “Grand Prix”

E.
Quebec_ (English-speaking)
1. Education

a. We are aware that the “Grand Prix” is a big drawing card for prostitutes and Trafficked persons. We demonstrated during last year’s “Grand Prix” and we will do so again this year. 

b.  There has been educational activities at St. Monica’s Parish and St. Brendan’s Parish.  

c. Victor Malarek also spoke to about 300 youth at one of the high schools, educating them about Trafficking and the Anti-Demand Campaign.
2. Legislation/Advocacy
Presently our concern is in stopping  the legalization of “soliciting of prostitutes.”

3. Services for Trafficked Survivors
​
St. Monica’s Parish is working with Temple Emanu-el-Beth Sholom also with

                  French groups to do this (establish a house)


4. Coalition Building
a. St. Monica’s Parish- Faith and Justice Group

b. The Quebec Province Justice Group
c. Temple Emanu-el-Beth Sholom – coalition member
5. Key Learnings

a. Big sport events draw prostitutes
b. We admire the laws Sweden has.
6. Resources …

7. Work on Root Causes

a. Anti-demand Campaign

b. Picketing at Grand Prix

8. Provincial Leadership …

9. Areas for More Work…
F.
US-ON 
1. Education 
a. On-going education …


Sisters and Associates attended various workshops and trainings in their regional areas that pertained to Housing for Trafficked Survivors, Advocacy, Community Outreach to Sexually Exploited Minors, and Formation of Coalitions. Some sisters/associates went out on “night-rides” with the C-Care Group who work collaboratively with Oakland, CA police. One group is working on plans for a 3-part educational offering for their Mission Centre in fall 2007.  Dr. Eileen Lindner from the National Council of Churches spoke to a Spokane audience on the global and national faces of the issue.  IPJC (Intercommunity Peace & Justice Center) in Seattle continues to educate a broad audience on this topic. Several sisters are working on resources and/or educational materials for the Anti-Demand Campaign for UNAMINA International (UI) and one sister has written a theological framework for this Anti-Demand Campaign.

b. Education of the general public …


In three regions, through involvement with local Task Forces or Coalitions, sisters and associates are addressing the education of “first responders.” In another region, there is education through the Providence Intervention Center in Everett, WA.   One region is anticipating the passage of a state law and then will begin this education.

c. Education of those at risk …


In one region through a local Task Force, they are looking at effective ways to educate those at risk. They are using posters produced from Rescue and Restore part of U.S. Dept. of Health and Human Services and from WARN, the Washington Anti-Trafficking Response Network.

d. Education at the parish level…


Throughout various regions, much information has been shared at the parish level, pastoral council meetings, diocesan personnel and local Catholic Charities.

e. Education of youth…

Presentations at schools and universities are too numerous to individually name each school or presenter.  
Windsor featured an interactive drama presentation entitled “The Attic Girls in Windsor” as well as “Lost in Traffic.”  Seattle highlights were—Simulation Activity for Catholic Middle School International Days and from the Academy in Seattle--Position Papers on Issues facing the Girl Child (posted on UI website) and an on-line Girl Child survey with young women in Mississippi and Lesotho.  

An SNJM Secondary School Network for Campus Ministers, Theology Teachers, Religion Coordinators for the sharing of resources around SNJM Justice priorities is being developed. 

2. Legislation 


A US Federal Law has been in place since 2000 and some states have already passed legislation against Human Trafficking. Sisters and associates in New York are actively working with legislators to create strong legislation for their state.  A CA (California) state law was passed in 2006 but has not proved to be effective. A task force is following up in this area and will have a written report in June 2007.  One group wrote “thank you “ letters to a No. CA judge and District Attorney for their work in prosecuting and sentencing a trafficker.  One regional group suggests we advocate for funding for the Community Oriented Public Safety Institutes which are funded through the US Dept. of Justice and which might lose funding next year. Many sisters and associates participated in letter-writing campaigns and calls to legislators to have state laws passed.

3. Services for Trafficked Survivors


Several sisters/associates are volunteering at the Refugee Women’s Alliance (Seattle). One is providing GED education for a survivor (Miss.): another is volunteering at Rehab Sisters (Portland).  In three regions sisters and associates are involved with Task Forces or Coalitions that are working on providing housing for Trafficked survivors.

4. Coalition Building


Windsor Committee Against Trafficking: Canadian Council for Refugees: IPJC-Seattle: Spokane Task Force: No.CA (North California) Coalition Against Human Trafficking: So.CA (South California) Intercongregational Justice Coalition: CA Central Coast Anti-Trafficking Coalition: New York Coalition Against Human Trafficking: NY Labor-Religion Coalition.

Other groups in your area…
San Jose CA Catholic Charities- youth foster care: Safe Horizons, Equality Now-NY. 

5. Key Learnings

a. It is difficult to identify Trafficked Victims—they do not feel safe to come forward.

b. The complexity of providing services for Trafficked Survivors who present unique needs. 

c. There is a lack of assistance for shelter, food and legal assistance for Trafficked

Victims.

d. As SNJMs we must become much more adept at learning and teaching the skills 

      of interdependence and coalition building, creating a wide web of partnerships, if we are to make progress on any of the issues identified as key concerns in our Chapter Acts.

e. There is a lot to do as the need in our world is so great; how to productively integrate the issue into our very involved lives in the Mississippi delta is a question and concern.

f. We have learned of the complications involved in the legislative process and of the difficulty in getting the public to take this issue seriously. 

g. In our Mission Centre, there is a “core group” of sisters/associates (catalyst group) working on this issue.  However when there is a need for broader community participation  eg. having legislation passed—many sisters/associates in the Mission Centre support the effort.

h. Perhaps the role of the Congregational Anti-trafficking Committee is to act as “catalyst” for the “catalysts” in every Province/Sector or Mission Centre.

6. Resources 

a. We have introduced a victim of Human Trafficking to some of our legislators and this has turned out to be an amazing support for our cause.

b. The Institutes for Public Safety, operating in 26 regions throughout the US offer training for community groups, government and law enforcement personnel. 

c. Canadian Religious Conference, Canadian Council for Refugees

d. Drama: Bringing Trafficking Out of the Shadows- interactive presentation. Even though set in Canada, it could be easily be rewritten to reflect other locales.

e. IPJC in Seattle www.ipjc.org ….A Matter of Spirit: Article on Human Trafficking Spring 2007.

f. UNANIMA Anti-Demand Campaign (Fall 2007)

g. Many DVDs, Videos available through various websites. 

h. Resources from educatingforthe21stcentury.org

i. No. CA Coalition is publishing a Resource Listing (available Fall 2007).

j. Educational Resources for schools are many and hopefully will be shared through the new “Network” for Campus Ministers, Theology teachers, religion coordinators etc. 

k. UNANIMA International Updates and website.

l. STOP Trafficking e-newsletter by Jean Schaffer, SDS

7. Work on “Root Causes” 

a. IPJC: Corporate Social Responsibility on Human Trafficking- Dialogue with Hilton Hotels and Mariott Hotels on Code Protecting Children from Trafficking. 

b. IPJC: Shareholder Resolution withdrawn on Labor Standards for Children because Hershey agreed to implement code of conduct prohibiting child labor.

c. CA: SNJM Community Investment Committee which has helped to fund small business enterprises for women.

d. UNANIMA International Anti-Demand Campaign

e. Many sisters/associates are involved in ministries that help counter poverty, illiteracy and isolation.

f. Fair Trade Activities

8. Provincial Leadership…


9. Areas for more work…

a. Networking with one another to set up safe houses/shelters for trafficked women and children

b. Ways to provide financial support to groups actively working on this issue.

c. In addition to the need to be more intentional in working collaboratively and collectively with other religious communities, our Catholic institutions, and other groups in our local community, there is a need to keep looking under the surface to discover hidden ways that people are being exploited.

d. We need to make more contact with the religious communities of men in our areas about Anti-trafficking education for their members.

e. Begin work on the Anti-Demand Campaign.

f. Alert us of more programs, films and videos to help us continue the educational process.

g. For our Mission Centre of retired sisters, prayerful support is perhaps the most effective assistance we can give.

h. We need to work more on safe housing, educating local law enforcement and social services personnel.

i. We need to increase networking with our colleges and universities in working on this issue.

j. One regional group suggests we advocate for funding for the Community Oriented Public Safety Institutes which are funded through the US Dept. of Justice and which might lose funding next year.

