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We continue to be encouraged by what is being done throughout our SNJM ministries. 

In this communiqué we wish to provide a few thoughts and suggestions to bring our conversation and efforts into a broader realm.

SNJMs, living and serving in the global community, are becoming more aware of our responsibility for protecting   

water as an essential right for all life.
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Water resources flow across national and international boundaries and serve people and plant/animal life on many sides as well as upstream and downstream.

UNANIMA International’s 

Sustainable Development Committee has chosen WATER as its focus for the next several years. A brochure to be used in an awareness campaign during the UN Sustainable Development Commission running from May 3 to 14 will then be made available to all UNANIMA congregations.
Its Mission Statement …
Access to life-giving water is an essential right of all life forms. To this end UNANIMA International collaborates with individuals, groups, organizations, especially with the UN, to protect this right through education, advocacy, networking and dissemination of materials.




 Serious disputes over water are already here!






· See video clip … 
“Blue Gold: World Water Wars” http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ikb4WG8UJRw&feature=related
· See video clip … “Beyond scarcity: Power, Poverty and the Global Water Crisis” http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3jYr8MFTXrM&feature=related

· Water.org is trying to draw attention to the world’s number one health problem, unsafe and inadequate water supplies, and to raise funds to help fight this immense problem – one community at a time. Its website provides a variety of water facts … http://water.org/about/vision-and-mission/

· Israel/Palestine – a first modern water war. In 1964, Israeli engineers built a dam that blocked the outflow of the river Jordan. The water that had flowed into the Jordan Valley for millennia became the major source of water for the whole of Israel.  Almost 3 yrs later, Israel and its Arab neighbors fought the Six Day War. Read on waters in hre Middle East …     http://www1.american.edu/ted/ice/jordan.htm
· Get a copy of National Geographic's April 2010 issue! It not only celebrates the role of water in our lives and landscapes but also identifies the key challenges affecting global supplies and examines novel solutions to address water scarcity.

· You might look up one of seven “pilot case studies” involving 12 countries …
http://www.unesco.org/water/wwap/case_studies/index.shtml

· 1/5 of all the world’s surface freshwater is in the Great Lakes … some 23,000 km3 . This water is only replenished at a rate of 1% per yr. Find out more on the Great Lakes’ water quality and pollution, export and diversion, etc.  www.greatlakesdirectory.org     

· Seven states tap into the Colorado River basin. A century ago, more than 25 km3 flowed into the Gulf of California – in 2003 it 
had sunk to an average 8.7 km3 . Where has the water gone?  See what one group is doing …  www.crwua.org










We challenge all of you to commit to a little research


and then to share some of your findings with at least one new person or group.





Research what? �… at least one thing to do with how local, regional, and global citizens, agencies, and governments are addressing issues pertaining to trans-boundary water flow and management. �


What efforts are being made in your own geographical area?  


What are the prospects for sustainable trans-boundary environmental governance? 


Could you identify some rules governing waters flowing between the USA and Canada? 


Could you identify accords on damming issues between South Africa and Lesotho?





Then ask yourself …�


How can you become involved in promoting policies that provide and safeguard water   as an essential right for all life?


Are there ways that we could network and advocate for water as a right for all life across many borders?




















The Water Committee is inviting all of us to …





“””The resilience of the community of life and the well being of humanity depend upon preserving a healthy biosphere with all its ecological systems, a rich variety of plants and animals, fertile soils, pure waters and clean air. The global environment with its finite resources is a common concern for all peoples. The protection of Earth’s vitality, diversity and beauty is a sacred trust.” 


Prologue, Earth Charter
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