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Anti-trafficking Activities of the SNJM Congregation

Fall 2008

Stop the Demand Campaign
UNANIMA International has begun a campaign to counter human trafficking through efforts to stop the demand for the purchase of women and children—an approach that has yet to receive the same attention as that given to protecting and reintegrating victims that have already been trafficked. Through UI Board Members packets have gone out to sisters and associates throughout the world. Recent workshops on Stop the Demand have been presented in Costa Rica (by Joanne Pundyk) and Chile (by Catherine Ferguson).  
For more information, go to …

 www.unanima-international.org/Stop%20the%20demand%20web%20English/index.htm  


or contact Catherine Ferguson at
 fergcf@earthlink.net  
Educational Activities

Brazil and Peru:  Sisters and associates are studying the “Stop the Demand” materials, which have been distributed to anti-trafficking coalition members in nine states in Brazil. 
 

Lesotho:  Anti-trafficking workshops have been presented in schools, parishes, youth groups and seminarian groups in both Lesotho and South Africa. 

Manitoba:  The Justice and Peace Committee has asked eight men to review the “Stop the Demand” materials in order to identify any barriers for men in the materials and to make suggestions on how to get men on board in this campaign. 


Quebec:  As part of the CATHII coalition, SNJMs launched the “Stop the Demand” campaign in Montreal. There will also be presentations on this topic in nine SNJM communities. 

To read more click on     http://www.snjm.org/cong/EnglishContent/CongregationalLife/Anti-trafficking-MoreDetail-Fall2008.doc
U.S.-Ontario: Anti-trafficking workshops, which included information on the “Stop the Demand” Campaign, have been held in Portland & Seattle & Spokane (sponsored by IPJC), in New York, at the annual CA Justice Committees’ Meeting and at Holy Names Academy during Global Solidarity Week.  The Ontario Justice Committee and the Spokane Anti-trafficking Committee have been providing information and working with local service providers and medical clinics.

Legislative Activities

U.S.-Ontario:  US Federal Legislation: The William Wilberforce Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act (TVPRA) of 2008 is on the Senate Legislative Calendar and will hopefully be passed during the remaining months of 2008. 

To take action, go to 

http://www.snjm.org/cong/EnglishContent/CongregationalLife/Anti-trafficking-MoreDetail-Fall2008.doc 

In the recent election on Nov. 4, 2008, the City and County of San Francisco, CA rejected Proposition K which would have de-criminalized prostitution. 

Coalitions and Coordinated Activities

SNJM Associates and Sisters are not working on Human Trafficking in isolation.  

To see the list of Coalitions and the sisters and associates who connect with these, 

click on http://www.snjm.org/cong/EnglishContent/CongregationalLife/Anti-trafficking- CoalitionsandContacts-Fall2008.doc 
The California East Bay Justice Group has coordinated with the Lesotho Anti-trafficking Committee to further education about Human Trafficking in the rural areas of Lesotho.  

For more information, click on 

http://www.snjm.org/cong/EnglishContent/CongregationalLife/Anti-trafficking-MoreDetail-Fall2008.doc 

The Manitoba Justice and Peace Committee is sponsoring the creation of a CD of original songs about anti-trafficking.  Many composers submitted songs and several have already been chosen for the recording.  One of the purposes of this project was to get both men and women working together to Stop the Demand! 

In the US, January 11, 2009 is the National Human Trafficking Awareness Day.  

To receive more information and materials to further awareness, click on

http://www.snjm.org/cong/EnglishContent/CongregationalLife/Anti-trafficking-MoreDetail-Fall2008.doc 

Services for Trafficked Survivors

U.S.-Ontario: The Northern CA Coalition against Human Trafficking is coordinating a few housing options for trafficked survivors in the northern CA region and the New York Coalition is working on housing in the New York City area.

Socially Responsible Investing and Human Trafficking

The NWCRI (Northwest Coalition for Responsible Investment) a program of IPJC in Seattle and JOLT (Justice, Organizers, Leadership, Treasurers) in California have been working with corporations on human trafficking in the tourism industry, chocolate fields and the forests of Brazil.  SNJMs are involved in both of these groups. 
For more information on these efforts, click on  http://www.ipjc.org/programs/nwcri.htm 
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